Comparison of acral nevomelanocytic proliferations in Japanese and whites.
The preponderance of malignant melanomas that occur in the Japanese population affect the palmar and plantar areas, in contrast to those of whites, which occur predominantly on the head, neck, and trunk. Furthermore, a precursor lesion, the dysplastic nevus, has been well defined in nonacral white skin but not in the Japanese. In this paper, a similarity between benign and atypical acral nevomelanocytic proliferations in Japanese and whites is described. However, it appears that in the Japanese group the melanocytes in benign and atypical proliferations are less dendritic than those noted in whites, and, in both groups, extensive pigmentation was noted in both the epidermal and dermal components of benign and malignant lesions in this limited review. A practical approach to classifications of atypism is, likewise, offered.